the face by the accidental discharge of a gun. The gun was loaded with bird-shot, and,
as Pearce was only a few feet from its muzzle, the charge passed through the left cheek almost in as compact a mass as a solid ball, entering just at the outer border of the orbic-. ularis muscle. The shot made a wide and deep furrow through the soft parts, completely severed the masseter muscle in its middle, and escaped at the posterior border of the ramus of the inferior maxillary bone, just below the lobule of the ear. The buccal mucous membrane and the bone were uninjured ; but the wound involved all the structures lying exteriorly to them, and as, by retraction of the severed tissues, the lateral dimension of the wound was considerably increased, it presented a horrible appearance, the ghastliness of which was increased by the charred and blackened effect of the burning powder. These, I supposed, were bloodvessels. These vessels increased in size and number, producing a corresponding deepening of the colour of the patch, until by the end of the third month the whole surface of the wound was of a uniform blackness. The white skin had lost its distinguishing characteristics.
Does not this experiment prove that the colouring-matter of the skin, its pigment, which varies in quantity in individuals as well as in races, is due to cells which are developed in the liquor sanguinis, and not to any peculiarity in the cells of the skin itself??Philadelphia Medical Times.
